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· Doctor: research rooted in VP could save 1Ives here
 
EDICAL 
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\ews Edito 

Dr. Gabriel Lasala, who 
is lea . e C tting-edge 
researc '"(1 :he use of 
adult stem-eeU~ t(l treat a 
variety of Life-threatening 
conditions as "ell as qual­
ity of life issues for 
patients in 10 ';;:'ana says 
that part of his inspira­
tion comes from pa .ents 

I he treated in Yemon 
Parish. 

Frustration with the 
limitations of com'ention­
al medicine also played a 
hand in inspiring Lasala's 
research, he said. In par­
ticular, he was concerned 
with patients who had 

- reached the end of con­
ventional medicine's abili­
ty to save: those with 
severe arterial blockages 
unable to undergo bypass, 
those who had already 
had a bypass with no 
results or patients with 
stints that don't work, the 

,I' doctor said. They have no 
options. 

"They just have to wait 
and die," Lasala said. 

"What inspires people 
is the experience they go 
through every day and 
over a period of time," he 
added, referring to his 
time in Vernon Parish. "Of 
course the years I spent at 
Byrd Hospital taking care 
of patients who did not 
have options to treat their 
heart condition accumu­
lated in my mind to 
inspire me later to search 

1 

for that option," he said. 
Lasala, as former chief 

of cardiology of Byrd 
Regional Hospital, lived ~ 
and worked in the area • 
from 1993 to 1997. In 
2002 he discovered ongo­

ing research into the use
 
of stem cells by a group of
 r 

See STEM CELLS P. 2A 

Courtesy photos 
Right: Rodney Schoenhardt, 
was facing leg amputation 
before participating in a clin­ 1 
ical trial involving adult stem 
cells. Bottom: Former Byrd 
Hospital chief cardiologist 
Dr. Gabriel Lasala is leading Ir 
cutting-edge research into sa 
the use of adult stem-cells to 0, 

treat a variety of life-threat­ R 
ening conditions as well s ic 
quality 6' life issues for th 
patients in Louisiana. Ul 
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