
Dr. Gabriellasala performs research at TCA Cellular 
Therapy. The Covington laboratory has gained attention 
as one of the world's leading research and development 
companies in the field of adult stem cell therapy. 
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"He has 30 years' experience working with 
stem cells, and no one in tlus countly has tllat 
kind of e.'<perience," Lasala says of Minguell. 
"He's one of tlu'ee guys in tlle world everyone 
consults about stem cells." 

TCA is in the tllird phase ofits clinical tli­
als and expects to be able to offer its services to 
the public in five years. 

A typical TCA pat.ient is someone who has 
exhausted every available option, Lasala says. 

"It's someone who has had heart attacks, 
blockages in the heart, had stents put in and 
one or two bypass surgeries. There's 110tlling 
left you can do." 

Bra.'<lon Webb of Montg;omery, Ala., suf­
fered fi:om a heart condition so painfil1 it pre­
vented him trom perfOIming everyday tasks. 
One day a fiiend ofhis daughter's saw a news 
stOlY on Lasala's research. Within days he was 
accepted into the clinical trials. 

After the stem cell t.reatment, Webb says he 
now lives a life liee ofpain. 

"I have so much more energy," he says. "My 
quality of life has improved so much. I C,Ul do 
most anything. I am even back to playing golf" 

The possibilities associated witll adult 
stem cells are limitless, Lasala says. 

"We can treat Type 1 diabetes "itl150 per­
cent improvement. in the use ofinsulin. \Ve can 
treat renal failme with SO percent to 40 per­
cent improvement in renal function. vVe can 
treat Parkinson's disease and spinal cord 
injmies and strokes. The future is unlim.ited." 

But not 'without controversy.
 
The issue of stem cells often raises moral
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and therefore incite of cures. L <iili! ..."s. 
debate regarding the hut thert- 31~' 'Ire d!.-.wn" 
destruction of life for sides, including greater 
medical purposes. complications.
 

Adult stem cells, however,
 "With younger cells: "ou 
are fmmd in tissue or organ cells. can't predict when they will stop 

"Many people are against stem growing. A 2"year-old child treated 
cells whether they're adult or embryonic because in Russia was missing part oflus brain. TIley 
ofa lack ofeducation;' Lasala says. "But recently put in embryonic cells and the brain contin­
more and more people have accepted adult stem ued Lo grow, but they couldn't make it stop 
cells as being OK." growing and the child died."· 
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