
RES~ARCH: Covington doctors perform first in nation procedure
 

Doctors inject Maybel Bouie's leg during her procedure In 
Covlngon. 
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blood flow to the legs, that if 
untreated causes severe pain 
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and even worse, amputation. 
"1 would try anything to stop 

the pain," the 76-year-old 
mother of seven said. "I could­
n't stand Jt." 

On Monday, she fought back. 
At Covington's Tchefuncte 
Cardiovascular Associations, 
she underwent a double injec­
tion of adult stem cell transfer 
treatment, the first of its kind in 
the nation. 

Armed with 40 needles and 
culture of15 million laboratory­
bred stem cells reproduced by 
over three weeks, Bonie was 
injected by world-renowned 
stem cell researcher Jose 
Minguell, a Chili-bred doctor 
whose written hundreds of 
stem cell articles and worked in 
Japan, Germany and Italy, 
where the practice is accepted. 

The injections are designed 
to rejuvenate the damage blood 
vessels and repair the muscles 

that surround them. Found in 
all multi-cellular organisms, 
stem cells have the ability to 
renew themselves when 
healthy ones are introduced to 
damage ones.. 

There are only nine centers 
that perform similar proce­
dures in the world, three of 
which are In Atlanta, Indian­
apolis and Covington. 

"This is going to be the 
future of treating the sick," said 
Gabriel Lasala, a cardiologist 
who worked for four years with 
Minquell to develop Monday's 
procedure approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration. 
"We're not going to be doing 
(heart) bypasses in the future; 
we're going to be doing injec­
tions. This is breaking news. I 

don't think anyone would sus­
pect this is going on in 
Covington." 

But general acceptance of 
the treatment could take 20 
years, he said. The public has 
shied away from stem cell 
research largely on the debate 
of clonlngwith embryonic stem 
cells. This procedure however, 
is different, taking only adult 
stem cells for regenerative pur­
poses. 

"This is new. It's not accept­
ed therapy:' Lasala said. "It will 
be five to 10 years before the 
public accepts it and another 
five to 10 years before Medicaid 
sta1ts paying for it." 

For Bouie, none of that mat­
ters. 

She uses a walker to get from 
room to room in her house. 
She's diabetic, which inflames 
her condition. She's forced to 
sit down after short walks. 
She's scared and just wants her 
life back. . 

"Whether it's new or not, if it 
works, I'll take it," she said the 
day after her procedure. "I just 
hope this ends. I hope the pain 
goes away." 
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