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Ph.D., have been authorized by the FDA to study 
the safety and efficacy of stem cell therapy for: 
lower limb ischemia. 

«The similarity in the recovery ofour pa­
tients is promising," said Lasala. "We find that the 
stem cells, once re-injected, go about forming new 
blood vessels, thus increasing circulation dramati­
cally." 

Lasala and Minguell have developed a 
treatment where a patient's own stem cells are 
taken from the hip, grown in a sterile environment, 
and then re-infused into 38 areas of the leg. 

So far, ten patients have received the stem 
cell treatment for peripheral vascular disease, the 
company said. 

"Patients are experiencing increased mobil­
ity within weeks of their infusions. The continued 
improvement throughout their recoveries is a posi­
tive sign," Lasala said. 

Another patient could only walk 2-112 min­
utes on the treadmill before he underwent the stem 
cell therapy. 

At his three week check-up, he clocked 
four minutes. 

Within two months, his time improved to 
over 10 minutes. 

Other patients also experienced improve­
ment. 

The FDA protocol study will continue for 
the next two years, after which Lasala expects that 
stem cell treatment for lower limb ischemia will be 
widely utilized in the medical community. 

"We are excited that our patients are re­
sponding well to the treatment," he said. "We hope 
that more people will be able to experience relief 
and improve their quality of life through this pro­
cedure." 

TCA Cellular Therapy says it is the only 
private company in the United States that is par­
ticipating in FDA protocols related to stem cell 
research. 

Under the direction ofmedical director La­
sala and scientific director Jose Minguell, TCA 
Cellular Therapy is researching the use of stem 
cell therapy for limb ischemia. 

Its affiliated company, LifeSource Cryo­
bank, LLC is a privately-owned, FDA registered, 

state of the art laboratory committed to ensuring 
the safety and integrity of stem cells derived from 
both umbilical cord blood and adult bone marrow 
in a totally secure environment. 

Both companies are located in Covington, 
Louisiana. 

Contact: 
http://www.tcacellulartherapy.com! 
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M ississauga, Ont.-based Covalon Technolo­
gies Ltd. (CA:COV) said on May 28 that it 

has achieved a preclinical milestone in its re­
search project to identify a way to stimulate new 
blood vessel growth and regeneration of tissues 
damaged by loss of, or restricted blood flow due 
to congestive heart failure, diabetes, chronic 
wounds, peripheral vascular disease and other 
conditions. 

According to the company, the EPAS-l 
research project will allow Covalon to produce 
"universal donor" mesenchymal stem ceJls that 
can be used by all individuals for myocardial 
preservation by therapeutic cell transplantation 
following loss of blood flow due to coronary ves­
sel occlusion. 

The use of a "universal donor" will allow 
for simplification and standardization ofproce­
dures related to stem cell therapy including car­
diovascular disease and generally in regenerative 
medicine. 

"Covalon's cell therapy program is de­
signed to generate mesenchymal stem cells 
(EPAS1-cells) that express genes that control the 
production of growth factors at the site of cell 
transplantation that may be useful for new blood 
vessel formation, maturation and tissue regenera­
tion," said CEO Dr. Frank DiCosmo. 

"The market oppOltunity for EPAS-l is 
huge," said chief business officer William Jack­
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